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greater than that of cocaine. Eucaine B. has the same properties, but is 
two or three times less toxic than A. Holocaine is of greater toxicity than 
cocaine, and should be employed with rigid observance of the conditions 
found earlier in this article. It is of equal anaesthetic power with cocaine. 
Anaesthesia comes on within one or two minutes and lasts ten to fifteen min¬ 
utes. In ophthalmology it is preferable because it does not dilate the pupils 
or dry the cornea, which remains moist during the entire operation. In 
stomatology its advantages are such that it should be preferred to cocaine.— 
Les Nouveaux Rerribdzs, 1898, No. 5, p. 97. 

The Action of Xeroform. — Dr. M. Kaiser has used this remedy, which 
is tribromophenol-bismuth, in minor surgical operations upon sixty patients, 
and notes its points of preference to iodoform as non-poisonous, absence of 
irritation, and absence of odor. So far as positive properties are concerned, 
its use has been satisfactory.— -Medicinisch-Chirurgische Centralblatt , 1898, 
No. 4, S. 41. 

The Medicinal Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis. — Dr. Gilbert A. 
Bannatyne has latterly experienced a change of belief in regard to the 
relief and curability of this disease. Assigning a micro-organism as the 
cause of it, and failing an antitoxin, he has employed drugs which possess 
high eliminative powers and which have been found useful in other microbic 
conditions. These he has sought for in the phenol group of antiseptics, and 
particularly creosote or some of its compounds or derivatives. Creosote and 
guaiacol have been abandoned because they produce great intestinal irrita¬ 
tion, are caustic, and coagulate albumin. In their place he employs creosote 
carbonate, guaiacol carbonate, and benzosal; none of these are caustic, and 
absorption takes place gradually from the intestines. Creosote carbonate is 
administered in capsules or emulsions of yolk of egg, in dose of from 5 to 20 
minims daily. Guaiacol carbonate can be given in powder, cachet, or pill, 
5 to 15 grains thrice daily, and rapidly increased. Benzosal, in dose of 4 
grains thrice daily, can be increased to six times this amount. This, how¬ 
ever, is feebler in its action. In practice guaiacol carbonate is his routine 
treatment. Almost from the first the pain becomes less, the swellings dimin¬ 
ish, the heat of the skin over the joints goes, the general body temperature 
falls, the pronounced facies becomes less noticeable. Even in the advanced 
stages of the disease, with great destruction of tissue, constant care, the free 
use of this drug, combined with bathing and dietetic regimen will result in 
improvement. The only contraindication, at present, appears to be the pres¬ 
ence of nephritis. As to the mode of action, it would appear that they have 
no specific action on the bacilli themselves, nor upon their toxin-producing 
power. They act locally on the alimentary canal before absorption and 
afterward by favoring the elimination of the toxic albumins with Avhich 
they combine. Guaiacol leaves the body by the kidneys as an ethereal sul¬ 
phate, showing that after decomposition has occurred the guaiacol is absorbed, 
and that it combines with the sulphur of the albuminous constituents of the 
blood. This combination must occur with such substances as most readily 
lend themselves to chemical combination, and, as having such properties, are 
the poisonous toxic albumins which are produced during the life-cycle of 



720 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


bacteria. The compounds of guaiacol with the products of bacteria are readily 
acted upon by the oxygen of the blood, so that the guaiacol, together with the 
sulphur of the albumin molecule, is deposited out of the compound, and is oxi¬ 
dized to guaiacol sulphate, while the remainder of the albumin molecule is 
still further decomposed. These products are removed from the blood chiefly 
by the kidneys. In addition to the internal administration, external applica¬ 
tions of equal parts of olive oil and guaiacol are painted over the affected joints 
each night. This produces numbness, later coolness, relieves pain, and later 
lowers joint-temperature. If the smell is objected to, 1 or 2 per cent, of oil 
of cloves may be added. The strength of the guaiacol may be increased, but 
if too strong it may blister, which, however, produces no evil effects. One 
instance only of its use is reported in full .—Edinburgh Medical Journal , 
1898, No. 1, p. 60. 

Pilocarpine. — Dr. Edward F. Willoughby states that this is one of 
those drugs the full effects of which can only be obtained when they are 
injected subcutaneously. When thus administered the action is prompt and 
palpable; that of repeated internal doses, many times greater than the 
former, is uncertain and slow to such an extent as to take away all confidence. 
Indeed, it seems that alarming cardiac depression may be brought on without 
any previous perceptible diaphoresis. If a continued perspiration, and the 
consequent fall of temperature following on the lowering of the heart’s 
action, and the general arterial tension be required, it is best to use aconite; 
but when prompt and energetic action is desired pilocarpine presents indis¬ 
putable advantages. Instances of its use in pneumonia, insomnia, and lum¬ 
bago are cited. Should, however, the action of so powerful a drug, from 
whatever cause, prove excessive and give rise to alarming or unpleasant 
effects, we have in atropine an absolute physiological antidote, no less prompt 
in its action. In an instance reported the evil effects from one-sixth grain of 
pilocarpine were speedily neutralized by the subcutaneous injection of one- 
fiftieth grain of atropine .—The 1 herapist , 1898, No. 3, p. 56. 

Treatment of Erysipelas. — Dr. Frank Parsons Norbury for local 
application prefers the combination of camphor and carbolic acid in about 
equal parts, which is antiseptic, but not escharotic. This allays the burning 
and soothes the irritation. The skin must be thoroughly cleansed before its 
application, and it should be used thoroughly and frequently and ahead of 
the line of demarcation. Ichthyol is useful as: Ichthyol, 1; ether, 1; in 
flexible collodion, 2; which is applied with a camel’s-hair brush. Regular 
feeding at short intervals with highly nutritious but easily digested food is 
of importance. Milk, eggs, and beef peptonoids are to be recommended. All 
severe cases require alcoholic stimulation in ample amount. An aged person 
bears coffee well, taken hot at frequent intervals. For the restlessness 
and insomnia, sodium bromide in twenty-grain doses may be given as often 
as necessary. If delirium is present the fluid extract of hyoscyamus, with 
sufficient cannabis indica to obtain its sedative effect, is useful .—Medical Fort - 
nightly , 1898, No. 8, p. 223. 



